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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) and the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) have initiated an engineering and environmental study to identify and evaluate 
alternative corridors for the proposed Loop 303 freeway extension south of Interstate 10 (I-10). 
The purpose of this study is to provide a freeway connection between I-10 and the proposed 
State Route (SR) 801. This study is one of several projects associated with the passage of 
Proposition 400 in 2004 that are proposed to improve traffic flow in the West Valley. 

The study area boundary includes Jackrabbit Trail to the west, Sarival Avenue to the east, I-10 
to the north, and the northern limits of the Gila River to the south (Figure 1). Figure 1 also 
displays the alternative corridors that are under consideration. 
 

 
Figure 1 – Alternatives recommended for further study

ADOT and FHWA held a public information meeting on November 15, 2007, in the Liberty 
Elementary School Multipurpose Room, located at 19818 West Highway 85 (MC 85) in 
Buckeye. The purpose of this meeting was to present the two alternatives that are being 
considered for further study and to gather public input. In addition, information regarding 
adjacent projects was made available. One hundred forty-seven individuals signed in at this 
meeting. Copies of the sign-in sheets are attached (Appendix A). 
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At the meeting, display boards were presented showing project components, such as the 
alternatives analysis and comparison matrix. Representatives from the Loop 303 study 
team were available to discuss or explain the display boards and answer questions. A copy 
of each display board is attached (Appendix B). Aerial roll plots identifying the alternative 
corridors under consideration were also available for the public to review. 

The meeting began in an open house format, followed by a presentation given by the study 
team. The presentation described the study background and overview, explained the 
alternative corridors that were removed and those still under consideration, reviewed the 
study schedule and next steps, and listed the ways that the public could provide input. A 
copy of the presentation is attached (Appendix C). 

2.0 PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING NOTIFICATION 

A variety of techniques were implemented to notify the public and agencies of the public 
information meeting. This information was announced through local government 
coordination, a study information postcard, newspaper display notices, and ADOT’s Web 
site. All notification materials invited the public and agencies to attend the public information 
meeting and provided information regarding the purpose of the study; the limits of the 
proposed improvements; the location, date, and time of the meeting; and contact 
information.  

2.1 Local government coordination 

During the study process, the study team has met with state and local elected officials, staff, 
and intergovernmental liaisons to discuss the study and encourage their participation. 

2.2 Informational postcard 

The study team prepared and distributed an informational postcard inviting the public to the 
information meeting and showing the alternative corridors that are under consideration, as 
well as the alternative corridors no longer being considered. The postcard was mailed by 
the study team to the 5,933 contacts on the mailing list, which includes agency and public 
stakeholders. A copy of the informational postcard is attached (Appendix D). 

2.3 Newspaper display notices 

A quarter-page newspaper display notice was published in various local and regional 
newspapers, as outlined in Table 1. Copies of the newspaper display notices are attached 
(Appendix E). 

Table 1: Publication of newspaper display notices 

Publication Date published 

Arizona Republic Community Section Zone 5 Oct. 31 and Nov. 14, 2007 

La Voz Oct. 31 and Nov. 7, 2007 

Prensa Hispana Oct. 31 and Nov. 7, 2007 

Buckeye Sun Nov. 1, 2007 

Buckeye Valley News Nov. 1 and 8, 2007 

West Valley View Nov. 2 and 9, 2007 
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3.0 PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING 

3.1 Question-and-answer session 

After the public information meeting presentation, a question-and-answer session was held 
for meeting attendees to provide verbal comments and inquire about the proposed study. 
The public wrote the majority of their questions on blue question/comment cards and 
presented them to the study team so that their questions and comments could be 
addressed. Copies of the completed question/comment cards are attached (Appendix F). 

To ensure a clear and accurate record, the comments and questions were also recorded in 
writing as stated to capture any questions that were verbally asked by the public. Upon 
review of recorded responses, the study team determined that some responses required 
clarification or warranted an expanded discussion. Verbal questions and comments 
received during the meeting and the study team’s clarified responses are provided in  
Table 2.  
 
Table 2: Public information meeting comments and responses 

Issue Comment Response 

Why is Goodyear showing the 303 going 
south on Rainbow Valley Road on all of the 
General Plan maps? No decisions have 
been made in regards to this. 

If none of this has been approved, why is 
the City of Goodyear P & Z committee 
presenting and voting on roads south of 
where the 303 ends into the 801 and 
making arrangements for land acquisition to 
accommodate this route? 

I have heard that the City of Goodyear is 
making plans to connect the Loop 303 to 
Riggs and Ray roads? I understand that it is 
in committee with the Arizona State Land 
Department and MAG. If a plan has not 
been decided for this area, why is the City 
making plans and surveying? 

ADOT cannot speak for the City of 
Goodyear’s Planning and Zoning 
Department. Please contact the City for 
this information. 

Coordination 

How much does the City of Goodyear 
commitment to purchase the El Cidro ROW 
influence ADOT 303 alignment? 

ADOT is required to follow the Federal 
process in developing the potential 
corridor alignment. This includes 
evaluating all the engineering and 
environmental elements so that the 
corridor would be located in the best 
location and having the least negative 
impact on the community. 

The City of Goodyear’s advance 
purchasing of right-of-way will not affect 
the potential recommended alignment for 
this study. If the potential alignment of 
Loop 303 lies within the right-of-way 
purchased by the City, it would be an 
added benefit. The City of Goodyear 
buys right-of-way at its own risk. 
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Issue Comment Response 

If there is no agreement on an alignment for 
the Loop 303 south of the river than why is 
the City of Goodyear acquiring land in this 
area? 

The City of Goodyear’s advance 
purchasing of right-of-way will not affect 
the potential recommended alignment for 
this study. If the potential alignment of 
Loop 303 lies within the right-of-way 
purchased by the City, it would be an 
added benefit. The City of Goodyear 
buys right-of-way at its own risk. 

I have tried to talk to the City of Goodyear 
about the plans for Loop 303 south of the 
river. They have told me to talk to ADOT. 
Does ADOT not communicate with 
Goodyear? Do you not know what they are 
planning for this area? Are you taking their 
suggestions? 

When voters approved Proposition 400 in 
November 2004, funding was provided 
for roadway projects through the year 
2025. Funding is not provided for ADOT 
to design or construct the Loop 303 south 
of the Gila River, only for right-of-way 
preservation.  

ADOT holds monthly project coordination 
meetings, in which the City of Goodyear 
is invited to attend. 

I get the impression that ADOT does not 
have any information about any other area 
studies. 

Why isn’t ADOT looking at other agencies’ 
studies south of the river? 

ADOT projects are guided by their own 
studies, which includes a review of other 
area-related projects. 

What about other roadway projects that 
other agencies have planned for the  
Loop 303 south of the river? 

ADOT cannot speak for other agencies 
regarding their planning efforts. Please 
contact the agency which is performing a 
study for this information. 

I have noticed that the City of Goodyear is 
calling their proposed roadway that they are 
purchasing right-of-way for, the Loop 303. 
How can they call it this if the plans to 
extend the freeway in this location are not 
set? 

ADOT is guided by the Regional 
Transportation Plan, which provides 
funding for the Loop 303 to be 
constructed north of the Gila River. 

ADOT cannot speak for the City of 
Goodyear’s Planning Department 
regarding the names they are assigning 
to their planned roadways. Please 
contact the City for this information. 

Coordination 
(continued)

I feel that the City of Goodyear has bought 
right-of-way for the Loop 303 to extend 
south of the river so that they can guide 
ADOT to build the freeway in this location 
when the money for construction of this 
stretch is available. 

ADOT has to follow the federal process 
in developing the potential corridor 
alignment. This includes evaluating all 
the engineering and environmental 
elements so that the corridor would be 
located in the best location and having 
the least negative environmental impact 
on the community.  

In the East Valley, there was a case 
where right-of-way was purchased in 
advance for the Red Mountain Freeway. 
Only some of the land purchased in 
advance was actually used for this 
freeway. 
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Issue Comment Response 

Coordination 
(continued)

Why has the City of Goodyear purchased 
land that is not located within the city 
boundary? 

The City of Goodyear has a planning 
boundary that differs from the city’s 
jurisdictional boundary. Please contact 
the City for this information. 

Who decides on the “no-action” alternative? 
Is it a public vote? 

The decision of the recommended 
alternative will be decided by ADOT 
Director Victor Mendez. His decision will 
be based on which alternative, including 
the no-build, best satisfies the project’s 
purpose and need. 

If the 303 placement has not been decided, 
why were alternatives removed because 
they didn’t line up with it? 

Several alternative corridors were 
removed because they were not as 
efficient at moving vehicular traffic as the 
alternative corridors that are still being 
considered. 

As part of the public involvement 
process, please let the study team know 
if there is an alternative that you feel 
should still be considered and why. 

Why are you lining up Loop 303 with a 
Goodyear city bridge? 

This study would connect the proposed 
Loop 303 with the proposed SR 801 and 
not the Maricopa County Department of 
Transportation bridge over the Gila River 
at Cotton Lane. 

If 303 south of river not established why do 
remaining proposals all go to same 
location? 

ADOT has aligned the Loop 303 
alternative corridors on the approximate 
alignment for Loop 303 (south of the Gila 
River) as defined by the Regional 
Transportation Plan (RTP). As the study 
develops, assuming the recommended 
alternative corridor is a build option, the 
width of the recommended corridor that is 
displayed would be narrowed to reflect 
the recommended alignment, which 
would more accurately reflect the final 
location. 

Why were alternatives 3 and 4 removed? 
Both pointed east. 

These alternatives did not provide  
Loop 303 and carpool lane continuity and 
paralleled the proposed SR 801. 

Why isn’t the future 303 going east of 
Estrella Ranch? What is the general 
corridor being considered for the future 303 
south of 801? 

Alternative 
corridors 

What is the corridor located south of  
SR 801? 

When voters approved Proposition 400 in 
November 2004, funding was provided 
for roadway projects through the year 
2025. Funding is not provided for ADOT 
to design or construct the Loop 303 south 
of the Gila River. However, the Regional 
Transportation Plan includes funding for 
right-of-way preservation. Please refer to 
the RTP map for a general location of the 
potential Loop 303 south of SR 801. 
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Issue Comment Response 

Corridor 5, 90 degree turn from south 303 
to east 801. What’s that about? 

The turn in Alternative Corridor 5 from 
the Loop 303 to SR 801 would be a high-
speed (55 mph) ramp. It would not be a 
90-degree turn–this alternative only 
reflects corridor alignments. The design 
would adhere to ADOT ramp-design 
standards. 

Is ADOT planning on connecting their 
portion of the Loop 303 will the City of 
Goodyear’s alignment south of the river? 

At this time, it is too early to determine 
whether ADOT would connect the  
Loop 303 with the City of Goodyear’s 
alignment south of the Gila River. ADOT 
projects are guided by their own studies, 
which includes a review of other area-
related projects. 

Alternative 
corridors 
(continued)

What will happen to MC 85 when the  
Loop 303 is constructed? 

Should Loop 303 be constructed, MC 85 
would still exist as it does today. 

When will we have a meeting to address 
the 303 going south of the river? We have 
concerns and comments. 

No ADOT public meetings are planned at 
this time. 

Is there anything the public can do now to 
prevent the future 303 going south of the 
river where presently proposed? I do not 
want the 303 going down Rainbow Valley 
Road or west of these. 

ADOT cannot speak for the City of 
Goodyear. It is suggested that you 
contact the City and give them your 
comments on their planning efforts. 

What is the purpose of tonight’s meeting? The purpose of the public information 
meeting is to present the two alternative 
corridors that are being considered for 
Loop 303 (I-10 to SR 801) for further 
study and to gather public input. 

Why show the possible south connection 
when there is no funding? 

ADOT is showing that there may be an 
eventual connection of the Loop 303 
south of the Gila River at some point 
after 2025. The RTP provides for ADOT 
to purchase right-of-way in this area, but 
doesn’t provide funding for planning, 
design, or construction of this potential 
roadway. 

Can ADOT release a public statement 
letting the public know that the Loop 303 
south of the river is being developed by the 
City of Goodyear and not them? The way it 
looks to the public is that it is a done deal 
and that no one can be trusted. 

ADOT will take this suggestion under 
advisement. 

Public involvement 

Can the alternative corridor maps be 
redesigned so that they are easier for the 
public to understand? 

The alternative corridor maps are 
displaying what is funded. Efforts have 
been made to make these maps reader 
friendly. Please let us know what should 
be done to make these maps more 
readable. 
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Issue Comment Response 

The RTP map is confusing to people. Can 
you explain it better? 

The RTP map shows the freeways that 
are funded over the next 20 years from 
the sales tax approved in November 
2004 by Maricopa County voters. These 
funded freeways must go through the 
study process first in order to determine if 
the freeway is actually needed, and if so, 
what the alignment would be. The current 
RTP funding expires in 2025. 

Public involvement 
(continued)

Why are you showing certain elements of 
the alternative corridor maps if they are not 
needed or funded until later? In particular, 
why show the “Y” in Alternative Corridor 5? 

Since this potential freeway would be a 
part of the RTP, ADOT is showing the 
future potential connections and how 
they would tie in to the transportation 
system. By showing the possible future 
connections at this time, the public has 
an early opportunity to comment and give 
their feedback. 

I own a home in the path of the proposed 
303 (Cotton Lane). When will there be a 
final determination on the proposed 
residential displacement? 

A final determination on whether this 
potential freeway would be built, and if 
so, where the alignment would be, will be 
made after the final environmental 
document is released and reviewed by 
the public. It is estimated that the FHWA 
will issue a decision on the environmental 
document in early 2009. 

Where specifically is ADOT looking to 
purchase land for right-of-way preservation 
south of the river? 

At this time, ADOT is not looking to 
purchase right-of-way south of the Gila 
River. The City of Goodyear has 
purchased right-of-way in this area. It is 
suggested that you contact the City 
regarding information on their right-of-
way purchases. 

Once you decide an alternative, will it be 
difficult to sell property within that corridor 
before the 2016 date when ADOT buys the 
right-of-way? 

It is suggested that you contact Pete Eno 
with the ADOT Right-of-Way Group at 
602.712.7348. 

You say the state has money to purchase 
the property south of the Gila River. How 
much money is set aside? What route are 
you looking at to extend the 303 south of 
the Gila River? 

ADOT has $50 million allocated to 
purchase right-of-way south of the Gila 
River beginning in 2024. 

At this time, ADOT does not know the 
specific locations that right-of-way 
preservation south of the Gila River 
would occur. 

Right-of-way 

How much money per year is available for 
early buyout? Only $3 million/yr? 

For this potential project, there is no 
money available for early buyout. 
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Issue Comment Response 

Maricopa County has constructed a bridge 
at Cotton Lane. It looks like it could be 
located in the path of the potential Loop 
303. Did the County preempt these 
alternatives by building this? 

ADOT does not believe that the County 
preempted these alternatives. ADOT 
projects are guided by their own studies, 
which includes a review of other area-
related projects. 

This study would connect the proposed 
Loop 303 with the proposed SR 801 and 
not the Maricopa County Department of 
Transportation bridge over the Gila River.

Right-of-way 
(continued) 

What would be the width of the right-of-way 
for this project? 

The width of the right-of-way for freeway 
and drainage improvements for this 
project would vary between 400 and  
700 feet. 

I am new to the area, what is the overall 
plan to connect the 303 to other freeways in 
the north? 

The RTP map shows the freeways that 
are funded over the next 20 years from 
the sales tax approved in November 
2004 by Maricopa County voters. This 
map shows approximately where the 
proposed new freeways would align with 
each other. Loop 303 would connect with 
the proposed SR 801, I-10, US 60,  
and I-17. 

What data did ADOT examine to convince 
ADOT that MAG’s decision was the most 
appropriate one (for the southern corridor)? 

ADOT has made no decisions about 
Loop 303 south of the Gila River. 

It was mentioned that Maricopa County 
voters approved the sales tax as a part of 
Proposition 400 to fund the RTP. Isn’t it 
correct that the vote only related to the 
funding and not the locations of these 
potential freeways? 

Yes, the vote was to provide funding for 
the proposed freeways in the RTP, which 
was available to the public prior to the 
vote. The RTP map shows approximate 
locations for the proposed freeways. 
Assuming that the final decision is a build 
alternative, it isn’t until after each of the 
engineering and environmental studies 
that ADOT conducts for these proposed 
freeways that the actual freeway 
alignment is identified. 

Why does ADOT have to design their future 
freeways based on the RTP? 

The funding for these ADOT projects is 
based on voter approval of Proposition 
400 in November 2004. Proposition 400 
identified MAG’s RTP as those projects, 
which would have higher priorities. 

Regional 
Transportation 
Plan 

Is this study limited by Proposition 400? Yes, this study is funded by  
Proposition 400, but the study team can 
examine alternatives that fit the RTP. 
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Issue Comment Response 

Regional 
Transportation 
Plan (continued) 

With all the potential freeways in this area, 
which one is tied down first? 

The initial decision will be whether or not 
the South Mountain Freeway will be 
constructed. At this time, it is unsure 
when this decision will be made. 
Assuming that the decision will be to 
construct the South Mountain Freeway, 
ADOT will decide whether or not to build 
SR 801 and its respective alignment. 
After that decision, ADOT will be making 
the determination whether or not to 
construct this portion of Loop 303. 
Should there be a decision to build this 
freeway, then a decision would be made 
on which corridor alternative would be 
constructed. 

When will ADOT come to a conclusion for 
the Liberty Historic District? Once 
determined, what influence will it on SR 801 
and Loop 303 alignment? 

ADOT is currently working with the 
agencies in the area to determine the 
boundary of the Liberty Historic District. 
At this time, we are unsure when this 
decision will be made. 

How much influence do high water tables 
have on alignment and construction? Many 
areas near the river have water tables at  
10 feet. 

ADOT is aware of the high-water tables 
in the area. Because of this, this project’s 
portion of the Loop 303 would be 
constructed at ground level. 

Will the south 303 (I-10 to 801) be 
rubberized? 

Yes, it is current ADOT practice to 
rubberize all new freeway surfaces in the 
Valley. 

Environmental 
Issues 

Will noise barriers be constructed as part of 
this potential project? 

ADOT noise policy is even more 
aggressive than federal guidelines. 
FHWA Noise Abatement Criteria 
establishes 67 dBA not as an absolute 
value or design standard, but only a level 
where noise mitigation must be 
considered. ADOT would perform noise 
modeling studies in the area and would 
construct noise barriers where warranted. 

What kind of profile will Loop 303 have? For 
example, stretches of I-10 is below the 
surface. 

Because of the high-water tables in this 
area, this project’s portion of the  
Loop 303 would be constructed at or 
above ground level. 

Design 

How will the Loop 303 in the area relate to 
the major cross streets? 

The Loop 303 would be elevated at the 
areas where it would cross major 
intersecting streets. 

What happens to the alternative corridor for 
the Loop 303 south of SR 85 that went to 
the east through EMR (Estrella Mountain 
Ranch)? 

That was part of a previous study. ADOT 
started this newer study and has used 
new data to create the alternative 
corridors. 

Miscellaneous 

How likely is it that L303 and SR 801 will 
merge into one freeway south of Southern 
Ave and west of SR 85? How wide could 
ROW be? 

Loop 303 runs north–south and SR 801 
runs east–west. They would not merge 
into a single freeway. 
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Issue Comment Response 

In the future, any consideration to extend 
L303 south of Southern Ave to the east side 
of Hwy 85, i.e. along north side of the Gila 
River and cross at Perryville, just like 
Tempe Town Lake? 

Your comment will be forwarded to the 
study team for evaluation. 

Is the director of ADOT an elected official? No, ADOT’s director position is appointed 
by the Governor of Arizona. 

Did ADOT place information regarding the 
Loop 303 south of the river in the 
newspaper? 

ADOT has not published any information 
regarding the Loop 303 south of the Gila 
River in any newspaper publication. 

Where will SR 801 be located? Should a build alternative be selected, 
SR 801 would be located north of the 
Gila and Salt rivers. Between the 
proposed Loop 303 and the proposed 
Loop 202, ADOT is currently looking at a 
northern alternative (approximately 
aligned at Broadway Road), a southern 
alternative (approximately aligned at 
Southern Road), and the no-build 
alternative. 

Will truck traffic be restricted on the  
Loop 303? 

Truck traffic would probably not be 
restricted on Loop 303. ADOT has only 
restricted trucks on a few freeways, 
where trucks carrying hazardous 
materials are not allowed. One such 
location is on Interstate 10 at the Deck 
Park Tunnel. 

In the distant future, how far south will the 
Loop 303 extend? 

In the future, it is foreseen that Loop 303 
could extend as far south as Interstate 8. 

Miscellaneous 
(continued) 

Is there federal funding involved for the 
Loop 303, Loop 202, and SR 801 potential 
projects? 

Yes, federal funding is being used for the 
Loop 303, Loop 202, and SR 801 
studies. 

3.2 Written comments  

Comment forms were distributed to meeting attendees at the public information meeting. 
Meeting attendees were encouraged to complete and submit these forms to the study team by 
December 13, 2007. Seven comment forms were received. In addition to submitting comment 
forms, meeting attendees had an opportunity to provide comments via e-mail. To date, no  
e-mailed comments have been received from the public. Comments received to date, along with 
complete responses, are summarized in Table 3 and are arranged by category. A copy of the 
comment forms and responses are attached (Appendix G). 

Table 3: Written Comments 

Issue Comment Response 

I choose a no-action alternative to protect 
the value of my home.  

Alternative 
corridors 

Alternative 5 (preferred) 

Your comment is noted. 
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Issue Comment Response 

Corridor 5 (preferred), as far east of 
Rainbow Valley Road as originally 
projected on Goodyear maps 6 years ago. 

Alternative 5 looks the best way to go. 

Cotton Lane was the original alignment for 
the 303 tie-in to meet MC 85 (Buckeye 
Road). Traffic going eastbound should be 
using this routine. 

Your comment will be forwarded to the 
study team for evaluation. 

Alternative 
corridors 
(continued) 

Proposed alternative 5 is okay, but I want to 
be absolutely clear that I adamantly oppose 
alternative 2c. I favor proposed alternative 5 
over 2c because it disrupts fewer homes, 
removes less appraised value from county 
taxation, follows the intent indicated by the 
proposed roadways shown in area general 
plans, and is a more desirable alternative 
than City of Goodyear plans. 

Your comments are noted. 

Design It seems business has been addressed, yet 
what about the homeowners who live along 
the Cotton Lane, 303 corridor? I spoke with 
one man (from the flood control) who said 
the freeway would be elevated between  
I-10 and south of the 10. Is this true? 

Because of the high-water tables in this 
area, this project’s portion of the  
Loop 303 would be constructed at or 
above ground level if a build alternative is 
selected. 

Environmental 
issues 

I am concerned with noise pollution, also 
the light pollution associated with freeways. 

These environmental issues will be 
addressed in the Environmental 
Assessment, which will be available for 
public review in summer 2008. 

Public involvement I found the meeting this evening frustrating. 
ADOT did not want to discuss Goodyear. I 
live in Goodyear, and have great interest 
about our town’s future. 

Many of the questions at the meeting 
related to the City of Goodyear’s planning 
efforts. Unfortunately, ADOT cannot 
speak for the City of Goodyear’s planning 
efforts. Please contact the City for this 
information. 

Right-of-way The problems that we see are that they are 
constantly building new buildings. Without 
buying right-of-way soon, the cost to build is 
going higher. 

Your comment is noted. 

Schedule I have no preference. The problem is that 
this freeway is not needed in 2019, but a lot 
sooner. 

This project is funded as part of Phase III 
of the RTP for construction to begin in 
2018-2019. At this time, it is not known if 
funding would be advanced for this 
potential project. 

3.3 Telephone comments 

An information telephone line was established so that members of the public could provide 
comments by telephone. To date, no telephone comments regarding Loop 303 Freeway 
Extension have been received from the public during the public comment period. 




